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DOZENS of local kids 
now have their very 
own football to kick 
around, thanks to a 
donation from Australian 
volunteer children’s 
sporting charity 
Footys4All.

The man behind 
Footys4All, Melbourne 
school teacher Michael 
Gallus, was in Hobart 
last month to deliver 
footballs to junior 
players at the Clarence 
Football Club.

Footys4All is a not for 
profit organisation made 
up of Australian and 
International like minded 
people from a health, 
business, education, 

sport, media or 
community background 
who believe that an 
individual’s life can 
be positively changed 
through the power of 
sport.

Run by a team of 
volunteers, Footys4All 
has been operating for 
the past decade and has 
now distributed more 
than 27,000 brand-
new footballs, soccer 
balls and basketballs to 
disadvantaged, disabled 
and socially displaced 
children in Australia and 
overseas.

Footys4All has hosted 
clinics and tournaments 
in prisons, remote 

Aboriginal communities, 
low socio-economic 
areas and special-needs 
schools.

They’ve even done 
some work in Fiji 
and Uganda, and say 
the results have been 

amazing.
Mr Gallus had visited 

Hobart twice previously 
for the Footys4All 
project, partnering with 
the Adelaide Football 
Club and Melbourne 
Victory soccer club to 

provide AFL footballs 
and soccer balls for local 
youngsters.

For more information 
about the organisation 
and its work, search for 
Footys4All on Facebook 
and Instagram.
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Footys4All founder Michael Gallus and AFL Tasmania media manager Anthony Osborne

Hobart kids get kick out 
of Footys4All program

Robbie Casboult on the charge, with team-mate Andrew Fossati lending close support

THE Tasmanian Rugby 
Union season kicks off on 
30 April, and the Eastern 
Suburbs Roosters Men's 
and Women's teams are 
eagerly awaiting the big 
day.

The Statewide Men's 
season opener will be 
against Harlequins at 
North Warrane Oval, the 
home of rugby on the 
Eastern Shore.

Club stalwart Chris 
Barr has returned to 
active involvement with 
the Men's team, taking 
on the role of head 
coach for the first time. 
The coaching panel is 
completed by assistants 
Shane Warne and Paul 
Enright.

The men welcome 
back Robbie Casboult, 
who will mentor a team 
of developing young 

players. His experience 
will be invaluable in 
guiding them around the 
paddock.

The Roosters warmed 
up for the season by 
taking part in the ten-
a-side Broughton Cup 
at Devonport on 2 
April – the first time the 
Roosters had entered the 
competition in a decade.

Easts played four 
matches against Division 
1 teams. The demanding 
nature of the 10-a-side 
competition meant that 
players were required 
to play out of position. 
However the youngsters 
acquitted themselves well 
giving, coach Barr cause 
for optimism for the 
season ahead.

The standout player 
for the day was half-back 
Darcey Butler with some 

great sniping runs and 
solid defence.

The Statewide 
Women's competition 
will be a sevens format. 
The Eastern Suburbs team 
will again be coached by 
another club stalwart in 
Katie ‘KT’ Wright. Since 
taking over the team in 
2021, KT has assembled 
a mix of youth and 
experience. Many of the 
team are now in only 
their second season.

Both the Men's and 
Women's teams are 
always on the lookout to 
welcome new players and 
supporters. Anyone keen 
to play or volunteer at the 
club can phone Chris on 
0417 549 463 or KT on 
0401 152 644.

Training for both teams 
is held at North Warrane 
Oval on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays from 6pm.
Meanwhile, a group 

of the club’s junior 
players have been 
training in preparation 
for Tasmanian Junior 
State Representative 
Trials, which were held 
in Campbell Town and 
Launceston recently.

Recruitment and 
training for boys and 
girls in Under 11, 13, 15 
and 17 teams will begin 
in earnest at the start of 
Term 2, before junior 
competitions commence 
in Term 3.

Club life member Les 
Marshall has returned 
as junior head coach. 
Anyone wishing to get 
involved in junior rugby 
or have their boys or girls 
take up a new sport can 
contact Les on 0413 279 
783.

Roosters ready to crow in rugby season 2022

JAMES Alcock and 
Josie Robinson have 
taken out the men’s 
and women’s titles at 
the Sunshine Tennis 
Club’s recent 2022 
championships.  

After an eight-year 
hiatus, the Howrah-
based club brought back 
its club championships 
event in 2021.

Players and spectators 
flocked to the club last 
month for this year’s 
event, and were treated 
to a weekend of high-
quality tennis.

In the Men's Singles 
final, James Alcock 
was rewarded for 

his consistent great 
tennis throughout the 
tournament, winning 
the event over Ross 
Mackenzie.

Alcock also teamed 
up with veteran Bruce 
McDermott to win the 
Men's Doubles final.

In the Women’s 
Singles, reigning 
champion Josie 
Robinson repeated her 
2021 success with an 
impressive win over Lyn 
Johannesen.

Johannesen and 
partner Caron Hughes 
won the Women’s 
Doubles.

After such a long 

break, Sunshine club 
captain Mike Geard is 
delighted to have the 
club championships up 
and running again.

“A lot of tennis clubs 
no longer have club 
championships, and I 
am trying to encourage 
it at Sunshine (last year 
and this year) after an 
absence of eight years,” 
he said.

“I was overwhelmed 
by the positive 
feedback I received 
in response to the 
tournament and look 
forward to making the 
tournament an annual 
event.”

Sunshine Tennis Club 2022 Club Championships results:

Men's Singles James Alcock def. Ross Mackenzie

Ladies Singles Josie Robinson def. Lyn Johannesen

Ladies Doubles Lyn Johannesen and Caron Hughes def. Anne 
Blackborrow and Raelene Sproule

Men's Doubles James Alcock and Bruce McDermott def. Colin 
Richardson and Steve Levis

Mixed Doubles Raelene Sproule and Steve Levis def. Ross Mackenzie 
and Christine Jeffery

Club Championships winners Josie Robinson and James Alcock

James and Josie shine 
bright at Sunshine Club


